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CHARLES  DARWIN

attained its great celebrity by the publication
of The Origin of
Species by Means of
Natural Selection.
This work, scouted
and derided though
it was at first in cer-
tain quarters, may be
said to have worked
nothing less than a
revolution in biologi-
cal science. In it
for the first tune was
given a full exposi-
tion of the theory of
evolution as applied
to plants and ani-
mals, the origin of species being explained
on the hypothesis of natural selection. This
theory is now generally accepted by the
prominent scientists, though modified and im-
proved in many of its details. The rest of
his works are largely based on the material
he had accumulated for the elaboration of
this great theory. The principal ones are a
treatise on the Fertilization of Orchids;
Domesticated Animals and Cultivated Plants;
Descent of Man and Variation in Relation to
Sex; The Expression of the Emotions in
Man and Animals; Movements and Habits of
Climbing Plants; Insectivorous Plants; Cross
and Self Fertilization; The Poiver of Move-
ment in Plants, and The Formation of Vege*
table Mold. See EVOLUTION.

DAS'KAM, JOSEPHINE DODGE. See
BACON", JOSEPHINE DASKAM.

DATE, the fruit of the date palm, or the
tree itself. The fruit is used extensively
as an article of food by the natives of North-
ern Africa and of some countries of Asia.
It consists of a fleshy coat, separable into
three portions, and covering a hard, horny
seed. Next to the eocoanut palm, the date
is unquestionably the most interesting and
useful of the palms. Its stem shoots up
to the height of fifty or sixty feet, with-
out branch or division, and is of nearly the
same thickness throughout its length. Prom
the summit it throws out a magnificent crown
of large, feather-shaped leaves, besides a
number of stalks, each of which in the
female plant bears a bunch of from 180
to 200 dates, each bunch weighing from
twenty to twenty-five pounds. The fruit is
eaten fresh or dried. Cakes of dates pounded
and kneaded together are the food of the

Arabs who  traverse the deserts.    A liquor
resembling wine is made from date by fer*

DATE  PALM

mentation. Dates are now being cultivated
in California, Arizona and other warrn-
weather states with considerable success; a
large industry is developing.

D A TJ D E T, do da', ALPHONSE (1840-
1897), a French novelist, born at Nimes
He went to Paris in 1857 to seek his fortune
but his collections of poems failed to wir
any attention, and his plays met with littk
better reception. When he discovered his
powers as a story-teller, however, his suc-
cess was assured. The volumes of short
stories, Letters from My Mill and Monday
Tales, established his reputation, which was
rendered more secure by each novel which
he published. Numa Roumestan and The
Nabob are probably his greatest works, al-
though many readers find Tartarin of Taras-
eon the most attractive. Daudet himself
regarded Sapha as the best of Ms writings,
and it has become widely known through
dramatization.